GENEVA CITY COUNCIL
JUNE 2, 2026
REGULAR MEETING
6:00 P.M.
MINUTES

The Geneva City Council met in regular session on June 2, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the City
Council room at City Hall. Members present were Mayor Hayes and Council Members Rufus
Lee, Zack Dodson, Junior Mixon, Ronnie Baine, Rich Bixby, Sarah Tinsley, and Scott Stough.
None were absent. Also present were City Clerk Lisa Johnson, City Attorney Jeff Gray and various
department heads and employees.

Mayor Hayes called the meeting to order.

Council Member Dodson gave the invocation and Mayor Hayes led the pledge of
allegiance.

Council Member Stough moved to approve the minutes of May 18, 2026. The motion was
seconded by Council Member Tinsley and was approved by a seven (7) to zero (0) with Mayor
Hayes abstaining.

Mayor Hayes announced he has received the official resignation of Colby Hidle from the
Geneva City Board of Education. Council Member Stough moved to accept the resignation
declaring a vacancy on the Board. The motion was seconded by Council Member Lee and was

approved by a seven (7) to zero (0) with Mayor Hayes abstaining.
Council heard presentations from and interviewed the following candidates to fill the

vacancy on the Geneva City School Board:

e Dr. John Simmons, Jr.
e Khandi White-Tolbert
e Adam Sconyers

e April Swinton Benford

Mayor Hayes called for nominations to fill the vacancy on the Board. Council Member
Stough nominated Dr. John Simmons, Jr. The nomination was seconded by Council Member
Mixon. Council Member Lee nominated Mrs. Khandi White-Tolbert. Council Member Stough
seconded the nomination. There being no further nominations, Mayor Hayes closed the floor to

nominations.

Mayor Hayes called for the vote on nominee Simmons. Council Members Stough, Mixon,
Dodson, Baine, and Tinsley voted in favor of the nominee. Mayor Hayes called for the vote on
nominee Tolbert. Council Member Lee voted in favor of the nominee. Mayor Hayes and Council
Member Bixby abstained from the vote. Mayor Hayes stated Dr. John Simmons, Jr. received the
majority of the votes and declared him appointed to the Geneva City School Board to fill the
vacated term of Colby Hidle.



Mr. Taylor Thornton appeared before Council to request the use of Robert Fowler
Memorial Park, September 21* through the 27" to hold an event for Rock-A-Dock. M. Thornton
stated he would like to see the City help with extra showers, porta-potties and garbage for the
event. Council discussed the request to provide additional ammonites at the park for the function,
the cost and the public purpose doctrine. Clerk Johnson informed Mr. Thornton that the cost to
rent the park for the last few events by Rock-A-Dock was $1,000.00 and Attorney Gray informed
him liability insurance was also required. Council Member Bixby moved to authorize use of the
park. The motion was seconded by Council Member Lee and was approved by a seven (7) to zero
(0) with Mayor Hayes abstaining. No action was taken to approve any of the request by the group.

Mr. Kevin Carter an employee with the Greater Geneva Water Authority appeared before
Council and informed them he was bitten by a pit bull dog while on the job. He encouraged
Council to adopt a strong ordinance regulating vicious dogs.

Attorney Gray presented and reviewed an ordinance on dogs that had suggestions
incorporated from past work sessions.

Council Member Lee introduced the following ordinance:
ORDINANCE NUMBER 06-2026-06

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING ORDINANCE NUMBER 05-2021-06
DATED THE 3RD DAY OF MAY, 2021, AND ANY OTHER ORDINANCE IN CONFLICT OF
THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE, ESTABLISHING POLICIES FOR DOGS AND CATS
WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF GENEVA; TO PROVIDE A PENALTY
FOR THE VIOLATION OF SAID ORDINANCE AS LAST AMENDED AND TO PROVIDE AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

It was moved by Council Member Lee that all rules and regulations which, unless suspended,
would prevent the immediate consideration and adoption of said ordinance, be suspended, and that
unanimous consent to the immediate consideration of said ordinances be given. The motion was
seconded by Council Member Bixby. Mayor Hayes called for the vote, the roll was called with the
following results:

Ayes: Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None

Mayor Hayes

Council Member Lee
Council Member Dodson
Council Member Mixon
Council Member Baine
Council Member Bixby
Council Member Tinsley
Council Member Stough

The Mayor declared the motion carried.



After said ordinance had been discussed and considered in full by the Council, it was
moved by Council Member Stough that Ordinance Number 06-2026-06 be now placed upon its
final passage and adopted. The motion was seconded by Council Member Dodson. The question
being put as to the adoption of said motion and the final passage and adoption of said ordinance,
with the following results:

Ayes: Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions:

Council Member Lee Mayor Hayes
Council Member Dodson

Council Member Mixon

Council Member Baine

Council Member Bixby

Council Member Tinsley

Council Member Stough

The Mayor declared the motion carried and the ordinance passed and adopted as introduced
and read.

Council Member Bixby moved to approve the budget reports for the month of April as
presented. The motion was seconded by Council Member Tinsley and was approved by a seven

(7) to zero (0) with Mayor Hayes abstaining.

Mayor Hayes reported on the following:

Busy two weeks, recreation and street department working on several projects
Final items for the new park have been ordered and awaiting delivery

Meeting with the Rescue Squad working on several issues

Began work on the kitchen at the airport

Gate at the airport is going to have to be replaced

Met with a citizen regarding LSVs (low speed vehicles)

Received a donation of $2,000.00 for two benches from Helen Mills in memory of
Dr. Walter Gay- Pittman and $1,000.00 for the rescue squad

e Need for executive session at the end of the meeting. There will be no
announcement and meeting will adjourn immediately after.

City Clerk Johnson informed Council the effective date of the dog ordinance will be upon
publication which will be June 10th. She reported funding for the America250AL grant has been
received. She also explained about online ordinance availability with the current codified
ordinance and a bank for new ordinance awaiting codification. The cost to host both would be
$900.00 a year and there are funds available in the admin budget. Council Member Lee moved to
authorize the service. The motion was seconded by Council Member Dodson and was approved
by a seven (7) to zero (0) with Mayor Hayes abstaining. City Clerk Johnson reported she is trying
to work through some issues on fireworks for the 4" of July and will report back on the subject
later.



City Attorney Gray reported on court. He stated the action to continue ordinance on the
internet site was a good decision.

Council Member Lee thanked the City Attorney for work on the dog ordinance.

Council Member Dodson thanked the City Attorney for work on the dog ordinance and the
street department for work on Deere Street. He reported one of the speed bump signs on Highland
has been knocked over and overhanging shrubbery on E. Filmore.

Council Member Tinsley expressed appreciation for work on the dog ordinance. She stated
she would like to suggest the following topics for a work session: application for school board
candidates, updating the handbook, and revamping the website.

A work session was scheduled for 4:00 p.m. on June 16"

Council Member Bixby stated he would like to discuss the subject of persons outside the
City limits participating on the school board at the meeting. Council Member Stough stated he
would like to see the concert discussed.

Council Member Stough expressed appreciation for the dog ordinance. He encouraged the
general public to call and report issues. He stated graduation was very successful this year.

Recreation Director Howell requested making a part-time position full time. It was decided
to discuss the issue at the work session. He also reported on qualifying for all-star tournaments.

Rescue Director Creamer reported on the status of selling an ambulance and status of the
new ambulance.

Fire Chief Latimer gave an activity report for the month of May. He reported the City has
been donated a used set of jaws from Enterprise and a FEMA grant.

Police Chief Mock reported on radio equipment and a K-9 vest funded through grants, open
grants, personnel hires, and Junior Police Academy. He gave an activity report for the month of
May.

Council Member Lee reported on the Will Jenkins Community Center summer program
and upcoming Panther Pride Day.

Mayor Hayes called for public participation.

Ms. Tewanna Marks inquired about the length of the term for the new School Board
Member. She commended the work on the dog ordinance and reported the location of the dog that
bit the Water Authority employee.

Mayor Hayes called for a motion to go into executive session. Attorney Gray announced
that the executive session met requirements of the Open Meetings Act as it covered a subject under
possible pending litigation. He estimated the meeting would take a while and there would be no
announcement after, regular meeting would adjourn.  Council Member Lee moved to go into
executive session. The motion was seconded by Council Member Bixby. Mayor called for the
vote to go into executive session.  Council Members voting to go into executive session were:



Lee, Dodson, Mixon, Baine, Bixby, Tinsley and Stough. Mayor Hayes declared the motion
carried. Mayor Hayes requested the City Clerk and Chief of Police.

Executive session began at 7:48 p.m. and was moved to the Mayor’s conference room. The
Mayor, all Council Members, City Clerk, City Attorney and Police Chief were all present.
Executive session adjourned and regular adjourned at 8:40 p.m. No announcement was made.



